
Disclaimer
This film is an educational resource only and should not be used to make 
a decision on Biopsy. All such decisions must be made in consultation 
with a physician or licensed healthcare provider. 
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P R E S E N T S

Dr. Mufa T. Ghadiali is skilled in all aspects of General Surgery. 
His General Surgery Services include:

General Surgery

Advanced Laparoscopic Surgery
Surgical Oncology

Hernia Surgery

Endoscopy

Gastrointestinal Surgery

Mufa T. Ghadiali, M.D., F.A.C.S 

Diplomate of American Board of Surgery

6405 North Federal Hwy., Suite 402 
Fort Lauderdale, FL 33308

Tel.: 954-771-8888
Fax: 954- 491-9485

www.ghadialisurgery.com
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INTRODUCTION

Biopsy is a general term which simply means "the removal of tissue for 
microscopic examination.”
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The word biopsy originates from Greek words that mean "to view life." This term 
describes what a Pathologist, a specialist in identifying diseases, does with tissue 
obtained from a biopsy.
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Unit 1: Introduction 

What is a Biopsy?

Biopsy is a very accurate method for 
analyzing unusual growths or other 
suspicious tissue. Because it provides 
such accurate diagnostic information, 
biopsy is an important diagnostic tool in 
the fight against cancer.

(Fig.1)(Refer fig. 1 & 2)

Types of Biopsy 

Liver Biopsy

Endometrial Biopsy

Prostate Biopsy

Skin Biopsy

Bone marrow Biopsy

Breast Biopsy

Small intestine Biopsy

(Fig.2)
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Unit 2:Unit 2: Purpose of Biopsy

Why is Biopsy Done?

A biopsy is performed to obtain pieces of 
tissue that are sent to the laboratory for 
examination of signs of cancer or other 
diseases. The biopsy sample is stained 
and examined under a microscope in the 
lab.  

The type of cancer may also be identified 
at this time and can assist in evaluating 
the risk that the cancer has spread or 
metastasized to other areas of the body. 
A biopsy may also be used to identify 
causes of inflammation and infection.

(Fig.3)

(Fig.4)

(Refer fig. 3 & 4)
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This close examination allows the 
laboratory technician to determine if 
the sample is normal, part of a non-
cancerous or benign tumor, or part 
of a cancerous or malignant tumor.
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How is it done?

The preparation for a biopsy will differ 
based on the type of biopsy procedure 
being performed. A skin or muscle biopsy 
usually won’t require any modification of 
diet. For an open biopsy requiring general 
anesthesia, you will be instructed to fast 
several hours before the procedure.

Remind your doctor before hand about 
any allergies, history of surgical 
procedures, and current medications. For 
women, inform the doctor if there is a 

(Fig.5)

(Fig.6)

(Fig.7)

(Refer fig. 5 to 7 )
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What are the Risks?

Needle biopsy is minimally invasive and is 
typically a very safe procedure. The 
benefits of percutaneous biopsy often far 
outweigh the risks. However, as with all 
invasive procedures, certain risks do exist. 

Depending upon the site being biopsied 
and the type of biopsy being 
performed, risks can include: 

Hemorrhage: bleeding

Infection of the biopsy area
Pooling of blood trapped inside the biopsy 
area

Surgical biopsy has some additional risks versus needle biopsy:  

Surgical biopsies require sutures (stitches) and can leave a disfiguring scar, depending on 
the size of the excision.

Surgical biopsy has a small risk of bleeding, infection, or wound healing problems.

Surgical biopsy usually requires one day of recuperation at home.

(Fig.8)
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Unit 1:Unit 3: Disclaimer

Although every effort is made to educate you on BIOPSY and take control, there will be 
specific information that will not be discussed. Talk to your doctor or health care provider 
about any concerns you have about BIOPSY.
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YOUR SURGERY DATE

READ YOUR BOOK AND MATERIAL

VIEW YOUR VIDEO /CD / DVD / WEBSITE

PRE - HABILITATION

ARRANGE FOR BLOOD

MEDICAL CHECK UP

ADVANCE MEDICAL DIRECTIVE

PRE - ADMISSION TESTING 

FAMILY SUPPORT REVIEW

Physician's Name :

Physician's Signature:

Date : 

Patient’s Name :

Patient’s Signature:

Date : 
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